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When work leads to a job

Cooking with gas: Maddison
Mitchell is on the way to achieve
her career goal.

TEENAGER Maddison
Mitchell’s dream to work as a
chef is fast becoming a reality
thanks to a work placement
arranged by South West Con-
nect with Davo’s Trattoria on
Nuwarra in Moorebank.

South West Connect is a
federal and state government
funded non-profit organisa-
tion which provides work
placement and vocational
guidance for school students
in Sydney’s south-west and in
the education system.

The former
Holsworthy
High School
student is
part of the
Workplace-
ment pro-
gram, a
compulsory
component
of the HSC
Hospitality
course.

Mitchell, 18,
has made it
her career.

Restaurant
owner Stan
Davidson has spent more
than two decades in the hos-
pitality industry and recog-
nised the young woman’s
culinary talents.

He said her talent in the kit-
chen and strong work ethic
would be the perfect founda-
tion for a career as a chef, so
he offered her an apprentice-
ship.

Mitchell currently works
five days a week as an
apprentice chef at Davo’s

Trattoria as well as spending
a day a week at Ryde TAFE
learning her trade.

She plans to make her mark
as a qualified chef one day
and has already contributed
to the dessert menu with one
of her own special creations,
‘‘Crème di Maddi,’’ a dessert
of layered sherry biscotti and
mascarpone served with
strawberries and a wafer
crisp.

She said she is very happy to
have the chance to work in

the field she
loved.

‘‘It’s great to
be working
as an
apprentice
chef while
undertaking
the TAFE
course at
Ryde,’’ she
said. ‘‘I feel
really lucky
to have this
opportunity.’’

South West
Connect
work-place-

ment employer co-ordinator
Peta Byrne said it was a high-
light for the team to see a
work placement lead to a job.

“None of this would be pos-
sible without local employers
agreeing to host work-
placement students so their
efforts are greatly appreci-
ated,’’ she said.

Details: South West Connect
and the workplacement pro-
gram: swconnect.org.au.

Commitment pays off for glazier

Clear-cut: Jeff Gough at Liverpool Glass is an active member of the Austral community. Picture: Chris De Jong

FOCUS ON OUR BUSINESS PEOPLE

Paul Haigh

JEFF Gough and Australian Test
cricket captain Michael Clarke
have a common link.

It’s not that Mr Gough, owner of
Liverpool Glass, was that flash at
cricket. ‘‘But I went to the same
school as Michael Clarke —
Marsden Road Public,’’ he said.

Mr Gough, 43, grew up on
Rotary Road, Liverpool, and
attended Liverpool Boys High
School.

‘‘I left school early, at 14, and
then went to work. I’ll never forget
one of my first jobs and that was
scraping the slag off the metal at
a welding company.’’

The hard-work ethic has stayed
with him since those teenage
years.

After selling his Austral truck
business five years ago, he
bought Liverpool Glass on Hoxton
Park Road. ‘‘I started with one
truck and built that up to a fleet
of eight. It was a good business.
It was also long hours and driving
semi-trailers is a 24/7 job and I
was away from home a lot.

‘‘You name the places, I drove
there and I also did plenty of
sleeping in my truck.’’

The father of two children then
decided to accept a good offer to
buy the truck business as he
wanted a job where he would be
able to spend time with his wife,
Donna, and family.

‘‘I had a little break after I sold
the truck business then went
looking for a new job — another
career. I bought Liverpool Glass
in 2007 and haven’t looked
back.

‘‘I put myself through TAFE to
learn to be a glazier when I
bought the business.

‘‘I believe everyone should
work. Even if I won Lotto I would
still work. It stimulates your mind
and being at work also engages
you with people.’’

Mr Gough lives at Austral and
has done so since he was 19. He
said he loves the rural
community. ‘‘Austral is a great
place to live.’’

He is a member of the Austral
Progress Association and is an
active member of the community,

wanting services and resources
for the suburb.

Mr Gough said one of his great
passions in life is rugby league as
well as motor sport and motor
bikes. ‘‘I’m a petrol head! I follow
the Eels in the footy and I love
getting out on my Harley-
Davidson and going for a ride.
I go for a ride every Sunday —
riding the bike clears your head.’’
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Europe SupermarketEurope SupermarketEurope Supermarket
Mix Cube LolliesMix Cube Lollies

PeperoniPeperoni 
1.35 Kilo1.35 Kilo

Choko Boy CakesChoko Boy Cakes

Basmati RiceBasmati Rice 
5 kilos5 kilos

Corn Chip NachosCorn Chip Nachos
500 grams500 grams

Special WhiteSpecial White 
FlourFlour 5 Kilo5 Kilo
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